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example given by the New World might be copied in
the obsolescent states of Europe. In the New World
a whole continent, stretching from the Atlantic to
the shore of the Pacific, would in the inevitable march
of time be brought into one great democratic federa-
tion. A whole continent would be rescued from the
barbarism of dynastic wars by the simple expedient
of having no dynasties. The principle which in
America secured the everlasting peace of a great
section of the globe, by establishing a system of
federated republics, might eventually be extended to
Europe. If Kings could be made to vanish, with
their absurd family ambitions, their costly armies,
and their intriguing diplomats; if every State in
Europe could be governed by the popular voice, it
was reasonable to expect that the gravest obstacles
to international union would disappear. It was
argued that States with homogeneous constitutions
must themselves be homogeneous ; that the interests
of democracies are essentially identical; and that
communities regulated upon the principles of natural
justice would find their ethical satisfaction in the
sentiment of human fraternity.4

No country in Europe was so quick as France in
appropriating morals from the American Revolution.
The war of American independence had been waged
against England, the enemy of many centuries, and
seemed in the eyes of patriotic Frenchmen to be
the retribution of Providence for the British conquest
of Canada, and a triumph of natural right over force
and fraud. A French army had helped to procure
the American triumph, and returned to its native
land saturated with republican spirit. The French
navy had recaptured some of its lost prestige. By